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Profound Divrei Torah culled from the writings of the

Gaon and Mekubal Rav Shimshon Chaim ben Rav Nachman Michoet Nachmeni zy'a,
author of Sefer Zera Shimshon on Chumash and Toldos Shimshon on Pirkei Avos,
who promised that all who study his words will be blessed with an abundance of good, wealth
and honor, and will merit to see children and grandchildren thriving around their table.

« Zera Shimshon - the Limud that brings Yeshuos
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In Whose Merit Were Noach’s Three
Children Rescued from The Flood
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These are the offspring of Noach, Noach was a righteous man,
perfect in his generations; Noach walked with Hashem. Noach had
begotten three sons...

There is much that needs to be understood

children’s name and have no need to list his praises either?

Additionally, we can ask; because the three children of Noach were
rescued from the flood as well, why does the Torah say in the last
Passuk of the previous Parsha, ‘0 *1ya 1n 83n nn - And Noach found
grace in the eyes of Hashem, and not ‘Noach and his three children
found grace in the eyes of Hashem’, as they too were found worthy of
being rescued from the flood.
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The Passuk in Parshas Bereishis @ - says, niw nisn wnn 12 na 7
1D’ N1 DN DR DW NR N3 7271 - When Noach was five hundred years
old, he begot Shem, Cham and Yafes.
Rashi explains the seemingly
unproportionate old age of Noach when

in this Passuk. Firstly, the Midrash discusses
its opening words, n98 - These are, and

begetting his children. 7511 891 1°yn N8 w13

says as follows. nR 50D 'N%8’ INRIW DIPN 923
IRIY NI .DPTWRIN DY PO NORT ,DTIWRIN
21200 M7 ,0°WRIN DR 20D ‘N9’ - Wherever
the Passuk introduces a group of items by
stating ‘these are’, it intends to exclude
the items mentioned in the previous
passage; and whenever the Passuk states
‘and these are’, it intends to adjoin the
following items to the ones mentioned in
the previous passage [i.e. because when
the Passuk says ‘and these are’, it implies a
linkage with those mentioned above, by
contrast, ‘these are’ connotes
exclusiveness]. Thus, here, where it is
stated, ‘These are the offspring of Noach’,
it purports to exclude the ones mentioned
in the previous passage, namely, the
generation of the Flood. The 181n no’ asks
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one of the most important lecturers at Yeshivat Mir.
He is known for the power of his prayer, which he

petitions every day on behalf of those who help and
support the spread of the Torah of Zera Shimshon.
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o1nn 1wY pwnyy R - Hashem caused
Noach to be infertile, and he did not beget
children until the age of five hundred, so
that at the time of the flood, Yafes, the
oldest of his sons, should not be of age to
be subject, by the Heavenly court, to
punishments for his sins.
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According to this notion, that Noach’s
children were all too young at the time of
the flood to be subjected to heavenly
judgment, we can understand all that we
questioned above.

The reason why the Torah says, 10 83n nn
‘N 1ya - And Noach found grace in the
eyes of Hashem, and not ‘Noach and his
three children found grace in the eyes of

on this Midrash; why was there a need for the Torah to explicitly
exclude the Generation of the Flood from Noach’s righteousness when
this is obvious, as we find that only Noach was rescued from the flood
while the rest of the generation all succumbed in the flood?

Furthermore, the Torah begins the Passuk with the clear intention of
enumerating Noach’s offspring, but instead goes on to list his praises.
Rashi explains this deviation as follows. .1nawa 190 17731 2’811 - Since
the Passuk mentioned him, it told of his praise. This explanation of
Rashi is hard to understand, for we can ask on the mere mention of
Noach’s name as well; why was there a need to mention his name, and
to enumerate his children, altogether - don’t mention his or his

Hashem’, is because although Noach’s children were indeed rescued
as well, it wasn’t because they were righteous like their father, rather
because they were too young to be subjected to heavenly punishment.

But according to this, the obvious could be asked; if so, why don’t
we find other young people of that generation being saved merely
because they weren’t of age to be subjected to punishment? Therefore,
the Torah feels the need to explain and say that Shem, Cham and Yafes
were the children of Noach, to imply that it was their young age in
addition to the merit of their father that saved them from the flood, as
opposed to the other young people of that generation, who although
were also too young to be judged by the heavenly court, nevertheless
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they all perished in the flood as part of the punishment meted out to
the general public. Therefore, the Torah indeed needed to tell us, N~
n1 m121n - These are the offspring of Noach, to imply that it was for
this reason that those three were saved, and once the Passuk mentioned
his name, it told of his praise...

At the same time, the Torah also wanted to explain why all the other
youngsters were not rescued; and thus says 'n98’ - these are, to
explicitly exclude the Generation of the Flood from Noach’s
righteousness, in order to imply that this was the very reason that their
children were not rescued the same way that Noach’s children were
rescued. R MR 1INWID TUDY YT

The Severity of One Who Separates
Himself And Doesn't Share in The Pain of
His Community
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Hashem said to Noach, "The end of all flesh has come before Me,
for earth is filled with robbery through them; and behold, I am
about to destroy them from the earth. Make yourself an ark of
gopher wood; make the ark with compartments, and tar it inside

and out with pitch".

The Midrash ¢1 59 tells us what occurred during those one hundred
and twenty years that Noach was following Hashem's command and
was building the Ark. During the entire one hundred and twenty
years Noach planted cedar trees, and when they were fully grown,
he cut them down to use their wood for the construction of the Ark.
The people asked him, "Why are you doing this?" Noach replied to
them, "Thus did Hashem say, that He is going to bring a Flood upon
the whole world". They said to him, "If a flood comes, it shall come
only on the house of Noach".

We need to understand why the people of his generation felt that it
was Noach who deserved to be eliminated by the Flood, so much so
that they clearly told him, "If a flood comes, it shall come only on the
house of Noach".
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The Zohar @y w) tells us the following. After Hashem informed
Noach that he and his children would be rescued, as the Passuk
says, 'Behold, I am about to bring the Flood-waters ... and I will blot
out all existence that I have made from upon the face of the ground...
but I will establish my covenant with you and you shall enter the
ark...", he didn'’t pray on behalf of the rest of mankind, and therefore
they were all destroyed.
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In view of this, we can understand why the people felt that it was
Noach himself who deserved to be stricken by the Flood. For this
phenomenon, of separating oneself from the distress of the community
and not sharing in their pain or praying on their behalf, is reason
enough to deserve to suffer and not merit the ultimate salvation that
the community will ultimately witness.

This is something that Mordechai warned Esther about when she
refused to advocate for her people, when he told her as follows ‘7 nox)
.1~ 1~ "Do not imagine that you will be able to escape in the King's
palace any more than the rest of the Jews. For if you persist in
keeping silent at a time like this, relief and deliverance will come to
the Jews from some other place, while you and your father's house
will perish".

The Gemara in Taanis -y »» clearly cautions us from behaving in this
manner, and says as follows. The Rabbis taught in a Braisa: At a time
when the Jewish People are steeped in distress and one of them
separates himself from the community and does not share in their
pain, the two ministering angels that accompany a person come and
place their hands on his head and say, 'This person who has
separated himself from the community , shall not witness the
consolation of the community when they will be delivered from their
affliction’. It was taught in another Braisa: At a time when the
community is steeped in distress, a person should not say: I will go
to my house and eat and drink, and peace be upon my soul... rather
a person should suffer along with the community... and whoever
suffers along with the community will merit and witness the
consolation of the community.

The Gemara in Makkos -y ») cautions us in this regard as well. The
Mishnah there tells us that because an inadvertent killer must go into
exile and may only go free upon the death of the Kohen Gadol,
therefore the mothers of the Kohanim Gedolim would generously
supply the exiles with food and clothing, so that they would not pray
for the Kohen Gadol to die. The Gemara infers from this Mishnah that
if the exiles would have indeed prayed for the death of the Kohen
Gadol, the Kohen Gadol would in fact have died. The Gemara asks
why the Kohen Gadol would die just because the exiles prayed for his
death; aren't these prayers an undeserved curse which should not come
upon the one at whom they are directed? The Gemara replies as
follows. 1Wwpa 821 1117 %y DM WPA% 102 °hw — The Kohanim Gedolim
should have beseeched Hashem for mercy that inadvertent killings
should not happen; and because they did not do so, the curse is
somewhat deserved.

We can now understand why the people of his generation felt that it
was Noach himself who truly deserved to perish in the plague. This
was because, when he didn't pray on their behalf, Noach clearly
revealed that he didn't care to share in their suffering, and thus even if
they were to merit a salvation, Noach himself would not merit the
same. 2 IR 1INWID IUNY YT
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