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Profound Divrei Torah culled from the writings of the

Gaon and Mekubal Rav Shimshon Chaim ben Rav Nachman Michoel Nachmeni zy"a,

author of Sefer Zera Shimshon on Chumash and Toldos Shimshon on Pirkei Avos,

who promised that all who study his words will be blessed with an abundance of good, wealth 

and honor, and will merit to see children and grandchildren thriving around their table.

בסייעתא דשמיא

Zera ShimshonZera Shimshon

תשפ"א Zera Shimshon - the Limud that brings Yeshuos Rosh Hashana גליון 104

The Angels Themselves Realize That the Jewish 
People Are Greater Than Them

אמרו מלאכי השרת לפני הקב''ה, רבש''ע מפני מה אין ישראל 
וביום הכפורים. אמר להם,  אומרים שירה לפניך בראש השנה 
אפשר מלך יושב על כסא דין וספרי חיים וספרי מתים פתוחין 

לפניו וישראל אומרים שירה. )ראש השנה לב ע"ב(

The ministering angels said before 
Hashem, "Master of the Universe, why do 
the Jews not sing Hallel before You on 
Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur?" Hashem 
replied, "Is it possible that 
when the King is seated on the 
Throne of Judgement, and the 
Books of the Living and the 
Books of the Dead are open 
before Him, the Jews should 
sing Hallel?" 

What the angels were asking 
was; because the Jews are 
commanded to be joyfully 
confident that they will be 
inscribed for a good year and 
thus Rosh Hashana and Yom 
Kippur are considered Yomim 
Tovim, therefore it would be 
fitting for the Jewish People to sing Hallel on those days. 
To this Hashem responded that, nevertheless, it would be 
inappropriate for the Jews to sing joyously while the 
Judgment is in progress.

We need to understand why the angels would have any 

interest in regard to the Jews singing Hallel; what 
difference would it make to them whether or not the 
Jewish People sing Hallel on Rosh Hashana and Yom 
Kippur?  

The Iyun Yaakov explains this phenomenon according 
to that which the Gemara in Chulin )ע"ב  tells us. The )צא 
Gemara says as follows. אין מלאכי השרת אומרים שירה למעלה 

 עד שיאמרו ישראל למטה, שנאמר, ברן יחד כוכבי בקר והדר

אלהים. בני  כל   The ministering angels do - ויריעו 
not sing Hallel above until the Jews sing 

Hallel below, as it is stated, 'When the 
morning stars [i.e. which alludes to the 

Jews who are likened to the 
stars] sing in unison - and only 
after that - all the heavenly 
beings shout'. In view of this, 
we can understand why the 
Jews' refraining from singing 
Hallel carries great significance 
to the angels, for when the Jews 
refrain from singing Hallel it 
prevents the angels from 
singing it, as well. 

This explanation seems to be 
quite reasonable, as it is based 
upon a concept found in the 
Gemara in Chulin. Nevertheless, 
Tosfos in Arachin )י ע"ב( seems to 

clearly contradict this entire idea. For Tosfos infers from 
the wording of the angel's question, "why do the Jews not 
sing Hallel on Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur?", that 
only the Jewish People don't sing Hallel on Rosh Hashana 
and Yom Kippur, but the angels themselves do sing Hallel. 

אמרות שמשון

The Global Association for the 
Dissemination of the Torah of 

Zera Shimshon 
extends warm wishes 

for the coming year to all those who 
are learning the sefer and all those 

who are donating and assisting in the 
dissemination of the Torah of Zera 

Shimshon. May the coming year be a 
good and sweet one for us and for all of 
the People of Israel, and may we all be 
blessed with all of the blessings of our 

rabbi, the author of the Zera Shimshon, 
and may we be written and sealed for a 

good, happy, and joyous year.
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This opinion of Tosfos - that on Rosh Hashana and Yom 
Kippur the angels sing Hallel while the Jews don't - 
clearly indicates that the angels' singing Hallel is not 
dependent upon the Jews singing it, and thus clearly 
contradicts that which the Gemara teaches us, that the 
ministering angels do not sing Hallel above until 
the Jews sing Hallel below. Additionally, 
according to Tosfos, the angel's query 
once again begs for explanation; 
why does the Jewish People 
singing Hallel matter at all to 
the ministering angels?

•   •   •
The prophet Yeshaya )'א'-ג  )ו' 

recounts a vision in which he 
merited to view that which 
occurs in the Heavenly Court, 
and he describes it as follows.
 ואראה את ה' ישב על כסא רם ונשא

וכו'. לו  ממעל  עמדים  שרפים   וכו'. 

קדוש קדוש  ואמר  זה  אל  זה   וקרא 

ה'.  I saw Hashem - קדוש 
sitting upon a high and 
lofty throne… Seraphim 
were standing above, at 
His service… And one called to 
another and said, "Holy, Holy, Holy is Hashem…" 
When the prophet said, 'And one called to another', he is 

describing how the Seraphim each call to the other to 
open and lead the praising and 
glorifying of Hashem's name. The 
Yalkut Shimoni )ת"ד רמז   explains )ישעי' 
that the reason for this is because 
each angel feels that the other angel 
is greater than him, and thus more 
worthy to initiate the singing of 

Hashem's praise. 
In this same vein we can explain why 'the ministering 

angels do not sing Hallel above until the Jews sing 
Hallel below'; the angels wait for the Jewish People to 

sing Hallel first because they feel that the Jewish 
People are greater than them, and thus more worthy 

of initiating the singing of Hashem's Praise 
and Glory. 

•   •   •
In view of this, that the angels 

wait for the Jews to commence 
the Hallel only out of respect, 
we can easily understand that it 
is only applicable on a day that 
the Jewish People intend to 
sing Hallel, but on a day that 
they won't be singing it, there 
is no reason for the angels to be 
dependent on the Jews and to 
refrain from singing Hallel as 
well.

Therefore, on Rosh 
Hashana and Yom Kippur, 
the angels wait for the 

Jews to begin singing Hallel 
in order that they too should be able 

to begin, and when they see that the Jews aren't beginning 
to sing, it most definitely is very relevant to them, as this 
compels them to wait as well. They therefore ask Hashem 

why the Jews aren't singing Hallel, 
and when Hashem replies that on 
Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur it 
isn't appropriate for the Jews to sing 
Hallel, the angels take the cue and 
begin to sing it on their own. 

 זרע שמשון פרשת אמור אות ח

To help for zera shimshn
ארץ ישראל 02-80-80-500

ארה"ב 347-496-5657
zerashimshon.com :או באתר

מתוך ברכת והבטחת הרב המחבר 

רבנו שמשון חיים נחמני זלה"ה
 בבקשתו ותחינתו בהקדמת ספריו

ועל  שפתם,  על  שמי  את  ישאו  ותלמידי  רעי  אחי  'למען 
לשונות  בעשר  כאשר  מותי,  אחר  בפיהם  שמי  יזכר  הטוב 
של תפילה אני מחלה פניהם, ובעל הגמול ישלם במיטב חיי 

אריכי ומזוני טפי לגומלי חסדים טובים'.

* * *
La bendición de Rabenu

Pasajes de bendición que aseguró el autor, Rabenu 
Shimshón Jaím Najmani, zatzal, extraídos de su 

petición y súplica en las introducciones de sus libros
“A mis queridos hermanos, compañeros y alumnos; 

eleven mi nombre en sus labios, y, quizá, así será recordado 
mi nombre en vuestras bocas después de mi muerte; esto 
es lo que les ruego, con diez formas de plegaria. Y así, que 
Aquel que es el Dueño de las recompensas les recompense 
con vida buena, larga, y abundancia de sustento a ustedes, 

los que hacen buenas acciones”.
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