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Profound Divrei Torah culled from the writings of the

Gaon and Mekubal Rav Shimshon Chaim ben Rav Nachman Michoet Nachmeni zy'a,
author of Sefer Zera Shimshon on Chumash and Toldos Shimshon on Pirkei Avos,
who promised that all who study his words will be blessed with an abundance of good, wealth
and honor, and will merit to see children and grandchildren thriving around their table.

« Zera Shimshon - the Limud that brings Yeshuos
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Why the Prophet Ovadia
Resolved to Replicate Yaakov’s Strategy
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And Yaakov became very frightened, and it distressed him; so he
divided the people who were with him, and the flocks, cattle and
camels, into two camps. And he said, “Of Eisav comes to one
camp and strikes it, then the remaining camp shall be a refuge”.

The Gemara in Sanhedrin ay v% discusses the instance when the
prophet Ovadia used the same strategy as his forefather Yaakov. 1"~
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- Why did Ovadia merit prophecy? Because he hid a hundred prophets
in a cave and saved their lives. As the Passuk says: ‘It was when
Izevel was decimating the Prophets of Hashem, that Ovadia took a
hundred prophets and he hid them, fifty men in a cave, and he
sustained them with bread and water’. Why did he choose to hide
them fifty men to a cave? Why not simply hide all hundred in one
cave? R’ Elazar said: Ovadia learned this strategy from Yaakov, as
the Passuk says, ‘If Eisav comes to one camp and strikes it, then the
remaining camp shall survive’. Similarly, Ovadia hid the prophets in
two caves so that if Izevel discovered one hideout, the prophets in the
other would escape.

This entire analyzation of Ovadia’s behavior begs for an explanation.

Firstly, what was the Gemara's question in the
first place, ‘Why did Ovadia choose to hide them
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The Yerushalmi in Peah "n x5 explains that it was the absence of
loshon hora in the days of Achav which helped them win battles,
despite their idol worship, and says as follows. ,1’n 1”v *721 380K 2w 1717
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.R290% - The generation of Achav were idolaters; yet because there
was no loshon hora among them, they would go down to war and win.
This is implicit in what Ovadia told Eliyahu, “See, has it not been told
to my lord what I did when Izevel killed the prophets of Hashem... and
[ sustained them with bread and water”. And Eliyahu proclaims on
the top of Mount Carmel, “I alone have remained as a prophet of
Hashem”, and the entire people knew that Ovadia is hiding a hundred
more, yet none of them disclosed this to the king.

It seems clear from this Yerushalmi that all the Jews indeed knew
about the one hundred prophets that Ovadia hid, yet were nevertheless
meticulous with the laws of loshon hora and thus did not reveal this
secret to the king.
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It is in view of this that the Gemara understood that it was obviously
not the simple strategy of ‘saving one group in the event that the other
group was discovered’ that brought Ovadia to hide the prophets in two
groups. For Ovadia knew that the people of his generation were careful
with the laws of loshon hora, and would therefore be careful not to let
the secret be revealed; hence there was no reason for him to suspect
that the king would find the prophets. Thus, the Gemara sought to
understand what indeed was Ovadia’s reason for not hiding them as
one group.

We can also explain that when R’ Elazar said that ‘Ovadia learned
this strategy from Yaakov’, it wasn 't so much for the sake of Ovadia'’s
scuffle with Izevel that he utilized this approach, for in his specific
situation he wasn't concerned that either group would be discovered.
Rather, the reason why Ovadia made use of this
strategy was on behalf of the coming generations

fifty men to a cave, and didn't hide them all in
one cave?’ Why can't it be that Ovadia operated
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who may not realize that Ovadia had no need for

with this simple strategy in order to save one
group in the event that the other group would be
discovered? And secondly, even R’ Elazar who
did indeed explain that Ovadia's conduct was in

Avrobhom Elazar ben Yisroel Yebhudabh,
Pessi Rochel bas Harav Ezra
Yisroel Zev ben Avrabam Tzvi

Yehudis Baila bas Shlomo Yehudah

the strategy, and thus when they would see that
Ovadia had rejected Yaakov's tactic, they may
infer a clear directive that one has no need to
strategize, but may instead rely on miracles. It
was in order to avoid this misunderstanding that

line with this approach, nevertheless felt it
necessary to explain that Ovadia learned this
strategy from Yaakov, why couldn't he explain
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Ovadia utilized Yaakov's strategy, in order to
teach the Jewish People that in every situation

9 that may arise one may not put his faith in
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that Ovadia came up with this simple strategy by
himself?

Avraham Ben Penina ”b
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peee miracles, but must rather strategize and do all
that he can to protect himself from adversity.

may bis neshama have an aliya omen
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The Display of Mercy Shown When Praying
on Behalf Of Wicked People
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Yaakov raised his eyes and saw - and behold, Eisav was coming,
and with him were four hundred men, so he divided the children
among Leah, Rachel and the two

maids. He put the maids and their
children first, Leah and her children
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When Avraham prayed on behalf of the people of Sedom, all he
asked of Hashem was that He should judge them with justice, as he
clearly said,?3 vowWn 712 N%N ...ywWI DY P73 PPN ,NTN 12T NWYN 72 129N
(M ) VIWN NWY RY YIRN - It would be a sacrilege to you to do such a
thing, to bring death upon the righteous along with the wicked... It
would be a sacrilege to you! Shall the Judge of all the earth not do
justice?! Therefore it’s difficult to understand why Hashem replied to
Avraham, D12y DIpnN 937 "NRWI 1Y N2 DR TY D°WNN D702 R3NN DR
mow) - “If I find in Sedom fifty righteous people in the midst of the city,
then I would spare the entire place on their account”, for just as the
righteous do not deserve to die along
with the wicked, so too do the wicked

next, and Rachel and Yosef last.
Then he himself went on ahead of
them and bowed earthward seven
times until he reached his brother.

not deserve to be spared along with the
righteous.

It would seem that from Hashem’s
reply to Avraham’s request, we can

The Midrash < ny goes on to interpret
a Passuk in Tehillim to be alluding to
this very incident.7"nn .01”19% 12y KM
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N3 891 71 - ‘Then he himself went on
ahead of them’. Thus, it is written, ‘As a
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gather that when Avraham appealed for
justice, he was in fact entreating for
justice in light of Hashem's virtue of
justice. As the Gemara in Brachos v 1
tells us, 7120 1PRW D"PR JNR TWN NN NIIM
JI0 IPRY DYR DNIR IWR DR NN -
Hashem said, “I shall show favor to
whom I choose to show favor” - which
implies even to one who may indeed be

father is merciful towards his children,
so has Hashem shown mercy to those
who fear him. R’ Chiya taught us; this
means that Hashem's mercy is like that
of the most merciful of fathers. And who
is ‘the most merciful of fathers’? R’

a noted maggid shiur at Yeshivas Mir, whose power of

tefilla is well-known and who beseeches every day on

behalf of all who assist and support in disseminating the
Torah of the Zera Shimshon.

unfit to be shown favor - “And I shall
show mercy to whom I choose to show
mercy” - which implies even to one who
may indeed be unfit to be shown mercy.
Therefore, when Avraham prayed on

Yehudah said: That is Avraham, for
Avraham said in his prayers on behalf
of the people of Sedom, “It would be a
sacrilege to you to do such a thing, to bring death upon the righteous
along with the wicked”. R’ Levi said: It is Yaakov, of whom our verse
states, ‘Then he went on ahead of them’. Yaakov said to himself, “If
Eisav comes to do battle, it is better that he strike me and not them”.

We can understand the opinion of R’ Levi who interprets the Passuk
which mentions the ‘merciful father’, to be alluding to Yaakov’s
mercy, as he indeed displayed great mercy when he went in front of
the others and said “If Eisav comes to do battle, it is better that he
strike me and not them”. However, the opinion of R’ Yehudah who
interprets the ‘merciful father’to be alluding to Avraham who prayed
on behalf of the people of Sedom, is hard to comprehend, for why do
those prayers of Avraham represent the epitome of mercy, when all he
prayed for was that Hashem judge them with justice, and that He spare
the righteous people of Sedom?

behalf of the people of Sedom, he did in
fact pray on behalf of the wicked people
as well, in light of Hashem’s virtue of
‘showing favor and mercy even to those who may indeed be unfit of
such’. Accordingly, Hashem replied, “If I find in Sedom fifty righteous
people in the midst of the city, then I would spare the entire place on
their account.
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According to this insight, that Avraham’s prayers for justice wasn’t
an appeal of mercy solely on behalf of Sedom’s righteous people, but
was rather an appeal on behalf of the wicked people of Sedom as well,
we can understand the opinion of R’ Yehudah who recognized these
prayers of Avraham as the epitome of man’s mercy; for when one
utilizes an opportunity to beseech for mercy for all of mankind, even
for wicked people, there is certainly no greater display of mercy.
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